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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-29 have been examined and are pending. 

Response to Pre-Brief Conference Request 

2. In response to the pre-brief conference requested 8/1 8/2005, a new ground of rejection is 
presented in this Office action. In pre-brief conference request, the Applicant merely argues that 
Spies does not teach "pass one or more keys from the DVD to the key exchange client" recited in 
claim 1. The new ground (s) of rejection presented in this Office action addresses the claimed 
feature. Therefore, in view of the new ground (s) of rejection, Applicant's arguments are 
rendered moot and a pre-brief conference is not necessary at this time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(b) the invention v s /as patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 13,17-18, 19, 21, 23-25, and 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Spies et al, hereinafter Spies (USP 6,055,314). 

As per claim 13, Spies teaches receiving a request, from a remote client computing 
device, to obtain one or more keys located on a removable storage medium readable by the 
server device (col. 5, lines 35-45, where the cryptographic keys are ported to the merchant key 
store physically on a floppy diskette, or other means, col. 6, lines 34-58, col. 13, lines 24-30, col. 

4. lines 35-53), wherein the one or more keys are for decrypting content on the removable 
storage medium (col. 12, lines 25-30); obtaining the one or more keys from the removable 
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storage medium (col. 6, lines 34-58, see also, col. 12, lines 9-1 1); and communicating the one or 
more keys to the remote client computing device (col. 12, lines 25-30). 

As per claim 19, Spies teaches receiving, from a media player executing on the 
computing device, a request to perform at least part of a key exchange process with a disc drive 
in order to decode media content on a disc accessible to the disc drive (col. 13, line 24-30, see 
also col. 5, lines 35-45, where the cryptographic keys are physically ported on a floppy diskette 
(disc), or other means to the merchant unit); and communicating, with a remote server (merchant 
unit) at which the disc drive (the diskette or other means) is located, to obtain one or more keys ( 
col. 6, lines 34-58, where the merchant computing unit downloads the cryptographic keys over 
the distribution network to the purchaser IC card) from the disc (diskette, or other means) that 
can be used at the computing device to decode the particular media content (col. 12, lines 8-30). 

As per claim 24, Spies teaches a server component configured to receive Content 
Scrambling System (CSS) key requests from a client component on a client device via a 
network; and wherein the server component, in conjunction with the client component, operates 
as an intermediary between a DVD player on the client device and a DVD drive on the server 
device (col., 12, lines 8-53). 

As per claim 27, Spies teaches a key exchange server component configured to interact 
with a key exchange client component on a remote client system in order to exchange Content 
Scrambling System (CSS) keys between a DVD drive of the system and the key exchange client 
component; and wherein the CSS keys are exchanged for use by a DVD content player 
implemented completely at the remote client system (col. 12, lines 8-53). 
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As per claims 17, 25, and 28, Spies teaches the key exchange server comprises a remote 
procedure call (RPC) server (col. 6, line 35). 

As per claims 18 and 23, Spies teaches one or more computer-readable memories 
containing a computer program that is executable by a processor to perform the method recited 
in claim 13 (col. 12, line 8). 

As per claim 20, Spies teaches the disc comprises an optical disc (col. 12, line 53). 

As per claim 21, Spies teaches the decoder has no knowledge that the DVD drive is 
included as part of the server device (col. 12, lines 25-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,3,4, and 6-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent 6, 055,314 to Spies et al. (hereinafter "Spies) and further in view of U.S. Patent 
6,272,283 to Nguyen. 

As per claim 1, Spies teaches a server device including a DVD drive, wherein the server 
device further includes a key exchange server, and wherein a DVD is accessible to the DVD 
drive (col., 3, lines 44-50, i.e. video content delivery system includes a video content 
provider which may or may not be the same as the video merchant and a video encryption 
device at the video content provider supplies a video data stream in encrypted format on a 
distribution medium, such as a distribution network or a digital video disk (DVD), col. 5, 
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lines 35-45, where provider computing unit 34 moves cryptographic program keys 42 for 
those programs that the video merchant is authorized to sell into a secure key store 40 
located at the merchant's facility or accessible by a video merchant computing unit 44. The 
program keys are conveyed to the secure key store 40 via a secure or unsecure link or 
physically ported on a floppy diskette, or other means, see also col. 12, lines 49-55, where 
the video input is implemented either as a network port connected to receive the video data 
stream from a distribution network or an optical reader for reading the video data stream 
from a DVD); a client device coupled to the server device via a network (col. 5, lines 55-col. 6, 
line 33), the client device including a key exchange client and a decoder (col. 2, lines 32 - 59); 
and wherein the key exchange client and the key exchange server communicate with one another 
to pass one or more keys from the DVD to the key exchange client ( col. 6, lines 55-58, i.e. the 
merchant computing unit 54 downloads the cryptographic key 56 over the distribution 
network to the purchaser IC card 50) to allow the decoder to decrypt content received, via the 
network, from the DVD (col. 3, lines 40-45). 

While Spies teaches downloading the cryptographic key from the merchant unit (server 
device) to the client IC card and that the cryptographic keys are ported to the merchant units on a 
floppy diskette or other means . Spies fails (as persuasively argued by the Applicant) to disclose 
passing the cryptographic keys from the DVD to the key exchange client. 

However, in an analogous art, Nguyen teaches passing keys from a DVD disks to DVD 
player (col. 6, lines 15-35) which controls playing DVD videos by DVD disk drive using 
standard operating system functions and drivers. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Spies 5 
system and method for secure purchase and delivery of video content programs with the 
teachings of Nguyen to have cryptographic keys pass from the DVD to the key exchange client 
(DVD player) with a motivation to block viewing of formats that can be copied by a VCR while 
allowing viewing in computer monitor formats that are not easily taped (Nguyen, col. 2, lines 32- 
40). 

As per claim 3, Spies teaches the decoder has no knowledge that the DVD drive is 
included as part of the server device (col. 12, lines 25-30). 

As per claim 4, Spies teaches the key exchange server comprises a remote procedure call 
(RPC) server (col. 6, line 35). 

As per claim 6, Spies teaches the network comprises a public network (col. 2, lines 60- 

63). 

As per claim 7, Spies teaches the network comprises a home network (col. 9, line 4). 

As per claim 8, Spies teaches the keys are used for DVD movie content. DVD movies 
are protected by CSS, therefore, this limitation is inherently taught by Spies. 

As per claim 9, Spies teaches the decoder is implemented as part of a media content 
player implemented completely on the client device (col. 9, lines 18-20). 

As per claim 10, Spies teaches the decryption of DVD movies. The standard for DVD 
movie includes using region information in the decryption algorithm. Therefore Spies teaches 
this limitation. 

As per claim 11, Spies teaches pit least one of the keys is specific to a media content 
player incorporating the decoder, and wherein the server component obtains, based on 
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information received from the client component, the appropriate key for the media content player 
(col. 12, lines 9-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary • 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 
5. Claims 2, 12, 14, 15, 16, 26, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Spies and Nguyen, and further in view of PowerFile C20 FAQs, hereinafter 
PowerFile. 

As per claims 2, 15, 26, and 29, Spies teaches that the user can download videos from 
DVD but is silent in explicitly discloses the DVD come from a DVD changer. Powerfile teaches 
a device whereby remote users can download DVD content from a DVD changer over a network 
(page 2). In view of this it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
or the invention to employ the teachings of PowerFile within the system of Spies because DVD 
can be safely stored in DVD changers and are accessible to authorized user. 

As per claims 12, 14, and 16, Spies is silent in disclosing that the server and client of a 
video on demand system are executing on a Windows operating system. Powerfile's DVD on 
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demand system are executing on Windows operation systems. In view of this it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ the teachings of 
Powerfile within the system of Spies because PC are operated by Windows' systems. 

Claims 5 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spies in 
view of a description of DirectShow (twww.compressionworks.com). 

As per claims 5 and 22, Spies teaches that the client uses a media application to view the 
downloaded content. Spies is silent in disclosing that the media application is DirectShow. 
DirectShow is a user application, which accepts streamed Video such as MPEG. MPEG is the 
data compression method used on DVD video. In view of this it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to employ the teachings of DirectShow 
within the system Spies because Spies teaching streaming DVD content and DirectShow is a 
capable user application which performs this functionality. 

Conclusion 

Prior arts made of record, not relied upon: 

US 6,546,193 to Um et al is directed to a reproducing apparatus for a remote rental 
system, and in particular to a reproducing apparatus and control method for the apparatus by 
which the playback permission of the video title, advertisements, and charge collection are 
performed remotely over a public communication network between a remote server and a 
reproducing apparatus. The remote rental system of the invention comprises an information- 
stored medium with a unique ID code, a reproducing apparatus for playing the data on the 
information-stored medium, and a remote server for controlling the playback of the information- 
stored medium on the reproducing apparatus over the communication network. The remote rental 
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system enables customers to keep the information-stored medium at a low cost without return, to 
use the information-stored medium whenever they want, and to receive useful information such 
as public advertisements that are provided continually over the communication network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Taghi T. Arani whose telephone number is (571) 272-3787. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Taghi T. Arani, Ph.D. 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2131 
9/26/2005 




